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1·1any oeople in recent weeks, have been reque st i ng i ~forma ti on on t he Decade 
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace. In part: cula r , there has been a 
need for specific information on plans and preoaration s for the World Con-
ference in 1985. 
This special issue of The Tribune is an attempt t o answe r some of those 
requests. We have gathered together information on bac kg round t o the Decade, 
the views of various groups (governmental and non-governmental ) concerning the 
issues and priorities of the Conference, pre parati ons un derway , some of the 
major initiatives taken in the Decade, and some useful addre sses fo r soli-
citing further information. 
WE URGE YOU to find out who is involved in your country with pre paration s 
for the World Conference . It may be a government de par tment, with a quest-
ionnaire to answer from the United Nations on the role and s tatus of women 
in your country. Or it may be your Foreign Affairs of f i ce , dec idin g on a 
delegation to attend the planned regional meetings. Or it may be a group of 
concerned non-governmental women's gr oups, wh o want to play a ro le in the 
planning and preparations for this important event . I t i s a t the regional 
level, particularly at the Regional Meeting for your oart of the world, that 
NGOs can participate most actively . 
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UN contact addresses 
Internat i onal Wome n 's Tr i bun e Centre 
305 Eas t 46 th Street, 6th Floor 
New York, New York 100 17, USA 
.., Tele phone : (212) 42 1-5633 
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Site to be confirmed by General Assembly 
NOTE: The IWY Tribune in 1975 and the NGO Forum in 1980 were organized by 
- special committees set up for the purpose by the Conference of NGOs in 
Consultative Status with ECOSOC (CONGO). It is highly probable that any 
parallel activity in Nairobi will also be organized by a committee or 
committees of CONGO. However, as with the rnv Tribune arid the NGO Forum, 
the meeting will be open to all interested persons. 
5 
WOBl.9 Pl.Mi OF AC.'1'1011 
Mf.XICO C.ITY 19-:15 
0 
This Plan of Action is intended to strengthen the implemen~ation of the 
instruments and programmes which have be~n adopted ~oncerning the status 
of women and to broaden and place them in a more timely context . Its 
purpose is mainly to stimulate national and int~rnationa~ action to solve 
the problems of underdevelopment and_o'. the_socio-economic_structures 
which place women in an inferior position, ,n order to ach~eve the goals 
of International Women's Year. (para 15, World Plan of Action) 
By the end of the first five-year period (1975-1980) the achievement of 
the following should be envisaged as a minimum: (para 46 , World Plan) 
(a) 
(b) 
( C) 
(d) 
(e) 
( f) 
( g) 
( h) 
( i ) 
(j) 
( k) 
( l) 
(m) 
(n) 
Marked increase in literacy and civic education of women ... 
Extension of co-educational technical and vocational train-
ing in basic skills to women and men in the industrial and 
agricultural sectors ... 
Equal access at every level of education ... 
Increased employment opportunities for women ... 
Establishment and increase of infrastructural services .. 
Enactment of legislation on voting ... on equal terms with 
men and equa~ ?PPO'.tunity and conditions of employment . . 
Greater part1c1pat1on of women in policy-making positions 
at the local, national and international levels . .. 
Inc'.eased provision ... of health education and services 
sanitation, nutrition, family education, family plannin~ 
and other welfare services ... 
Pro~i~ion f?r parity in the exercise of civil, social and 
P?l~t,cal_nghts such as those pertaining to marriage, 
c1t1zensh1p and commerce .. . 
Recog~ition of_the economic value of women's work in the 
home 1n ~o~e~t,c food production and marketing and volun-
tary act1v1t1es not traditionally remunerated ... 
Formal, non-fo'.mal and life-long education directed towards 
th e_re-evaluat,?n o'. the man and woman, in order to ensure 
the~r full real1zat1on as individuals in the family and in 
soc, ety ... 
The promotion of women's organizations 
The development of modern rural technol~gy cottage industry 
ore-school day centre t· ' . , wo s, ime and energy-saving devices for 
men ... 
Establishment of int d . . . inery within er- isc,pl,nary and multi-sectoral mach-
eq~al opportu~?~~rnment for accelerating the achievement of 
national life., ,es for women and their full integration into 
The World Plan of Action also covers: * Specific Areas for National Action * ' Research, Data Collection and Analysis 
* Mass Communication Media 
* International and Regional Action 
* Review and Aporaisal 
i, 
The Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade 
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace ... focuses on ensuring women's 
increased participation in the realization of the objectives of the World 
Plan of Action. In particular, the World Plan of Action gives high priority 
to improving the conditions of the most disadvantaged groups of women-
especially the rural and urban poor and the vast group of women workers in 
the tertiary sector. The Programme of Action reiterates these priorities, 
particularly those disadvantaged because of socio-economic and historic 
fonditions, with emphasis on the rural and urban poor and on the sub-
themes: employment, education and health. An attempt has also been made 
,to recommend practical measures to be incorporated in all aspects of the 
development of society. 
PART ONE: Background and Framework 0 
PART TWO: The Programme of Action at the National Level 
A. National targets and strategies for the full participation 
of women in economic and social development 
B. Objectives and priority areas for action taken in connexion 
with the sub-themes of the World Conference: Employment, 
Health and Education. 
C. Priority areas requiring special attention: 
1. Food 
2. Rura 1 women 
3. Child care 
4. Migrant women 
5. Unemployed women 
6. Women who alone are responsible for their families 
7. Young women 
PART THREE: The Programme of Action at the International and Reoional Levels 
At the international level: 
A. Technical co-operation, training & advisory services 
B. Elaboration & review of international standards 
C. Research, data collection and analysis 
D. Review and appraisal 
Regional policies and programmes 
The recommendation to hold another conference in 1985, to review and assess 
the achievements of the Decade for Women, was made at two of the regional 
preparatory meetings prior to the World Conference in Copenhagen, and at 
the World Conference itself. The thirty-fifth session of the Gen2ral 
Assembly decided to hold such a conference (Resolution 35/136, 11 
December 1980). 
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V E W OF .. 
The Economic and Social Coun cil (ECOSOC) i nvited : 
- Non-Governmental Orga ni zat ions (NGOs) 
- Inter-Governmental Orga ni zat i ons 
- UN Specialized Agen ci es , Orga ns and Orga ni zat i ons 
- Regional Commis s ions and 
- Membe r States 
to submit their views on their cont r i buti ons to t he Wor l d Confere nce 
and the possible themes and issues of the Confere nce , in wr iting, to 
the Centre for Social Development and Humani tarian Af fai rs , for con-
solidated presentation to the preparatory body. The fol l ow ing pages 
give brief summaries of the views exp ress ed by t hese groups. 
N 
A total of 15 non-governmental organizati ons in consultat ive s t atus 
with ECOSOC (NGOs) replied . In addition, the Decade for Wome n Comm i ttee , 
New York, and the Special Committee of Internati onal NGOs on Huma n Ri gh t s: 
Sub-committee on the Status of Women, Genev a , both held consu ltat i ons on 
the subject and submitted their views t o the Secre t arv-Genera l. 
I. ORGArl I ZA TI ONAL MA HERS 
-NGOs shou 1 d pa rt i c i pate in the Conference and in the 
prepa ra ti ans for it ... 
-~GOs should be invited to answer the questionnaire on 
r eview and appraisal so that the report could adequately 
reflect their responses ... 
-NGOs may hold a meeting either before , concurrently with 
or both before and during the Conference. Every effort 
wi 11 be made to involve more women from developing 
countries in such activities. 
2. SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS A. Themes ... 
-Some other themes should be developed, such as "equality 
of opportunity" .. . 
-The issue of peace was the most important theme according 
to some organizations . .. 
-One organiution suggPsted "full participation in chang-
i ng societies" as a theme ... 
-Another organization suggested "rural development" 
B. Issues ... 
-The Conference should look to the future . .. there should be 
no restatement of i deals and objectives .. . 
- The Con ference shou 1 d focus on pra ct i ca 1 steps to acce 1 e r -
a ~e th7 achievement of the goals of the World Plan of Act i on . . 
-Violations of the human rights of women should be dealt with ... 
-Presence_of more women in decision-making positions essential.. 
-Alternative development strategies more appropriate to women 's 
needs as we 11 as to those of men a re needed 
-Wome~'s economic role given more recognltio~: :. 
- Specia l education programmes and opportuni tes to partic i pate 
in ~uc h prog ra~es should be planned on a wo r ld-wide basis . • 
-Famil y p l ann i ng should be give n parallel priority wi t h hea lth 
-~ nd deve l op~nt. measures ... 
ore emphas i s gi ven to the education of girls .. . 
- Corrmu ni cations vis-a-vis the role of wome n should be cons idered, · 
Replies were received f rom the foll owing: Afri ca n,Ca r ibbean and Pacific 
Grou p of St at es (ACP) ; Intern ati onal Centre for Public Enterprises in 
Developin g Countrie s ( ICPE) ; Commi ss ion of the European Communities; 
Commonwe alth Secretariat; Council of Europe; Inter-governmental Comm i ttee 
for Mi gra tion; International Cri minal Poli ce Organization (INTERPOL); and 
Orga nizati on for Economic Co-ope ration and Development (OECD ) . 
A. SUBS TANT I VE ASPECTS I. Is sues and themes. 
-The ACP Group: (a) The progress in the invol vement of women in 
the development of science and technology; and (b) the relation-
ship bet•een the Progra:,,r·e of Action , the International Development 
Strategy for the Thi rd N Development Decade and the establishment 
of the ~ew International Economic Order 
-The Corm1ission o f the European Communities: The World Conference 
should concentrate on the sub opics of employment , health and 
education. Equal treatment of men and women as regards employment 
must govern policy in that field. In the health field , p r iority 
at ention for the protection of ••orkers , taking care that the prin -
ciple of equal treatmen of male and female workers was observed. 
Improved vocational raining for women. Public authorities could 
pr ovide good examples by improving the condi t ions a nd position of 
their female staff. 
- The Corrmonwealth Secretariat: Theme should remain employment , 
health and education, but the focus should be on evaluation . 
- The Council of Europe: Special reference should be made to the 
participation o women ,n decis,on-riaking ,n all domains and at all 
levels , particularly .-1ith respect to mass communications. 
-The Inter-governmental Committet for Migration: The Conference 
should consider the subject of refugee women. 
- ICPE: Attention should be paid to the role and position of women in 
developing countries. Analyses should be made of the processes of 
transfer and de.,elopment of science and technology to developing 
countries and of the practices of transnational companies and their 
effects on he employment and composition of the labour force ,n 
those countries . 
-OECD: Agreed ,11th the views on alternative development strategies to 
promote the full integration of women in development 
B. ORGAN IZAT IOIIAL ASPECTS 
-The Commonwealth Secretariat (Wome n and Development Div,sion) asked 
'or a calendar o' 1 ~, events likely to have an impact on 1ssues re-
lating to women and indicating the type of input that might be re -
quired. The Division also asked that: 
(a) Plenary speeches s houl d be kept to a minimum: 
(b) Mechanisms be develooed to effectively harness 
the experience of NGOs for inclusion in the 
deliberations o f the Conference 
0£CD 
A. INTEGRATED REVIEW & APPRAISAL OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE DECADE 
-UNDP suggested the interrelationship of such issues as the situation 
ofpoo r wome n (in both urban and rural areas), the needs of women for 
an d t hei r potential to assist in the provision of basic services, with-
out which they cannot effectively contribute to develooment ; the role 
o f wome n in food production and processing ; and the role of women in 
the esta bl ishment of small-scale industries . UNDP concluded that it 
mi ght also be of interest to undertake a study of the advantages and 
disadva ntages of the establishment of special mechanisms for women's 
affairs at t he national level and of the development of indicators to 
determine and monitor the role of wonen in society. 
-The World Bank stated that an evaluation should be the Conference's 
mai n theme , the framework being the World Plan of Action and the Pro-
gramme of Action. It ~xpected priority issues to include over~l l em-
pl oyme nt , he a lt h conditions and ava!lab1 l ity of basic ~ervices i n rural 
area s, agri culture and food production; women in decision-making posi-
ti ons , and t he situa t i on of refugees. The World Bank also suggested : 
de ve l opmen t of i ndicators fo r measuring progress, methodologie s for 
integ r a ting women into development planning; effective dissemina t ion of 
in format i on and exc hange of experience; and ways to increase the effect -
i veness of nationa l machinery, including specifically t he machinery of 
non- gove r nme ntal organizations. 
- UNE SCO said that its programme aimed main l y at using education to con -
t r ib ute to t he achievement of equali t y, development and peace, and im-
pl ied that t he Co nference should similarly approach that issue on an 
in teg r ated basis. 
-! LO sa id t ha t the app raisal wou l d r equire studies based not only on 
stat is ti cal da t a, but also on qualitative ana lysis of the characteristic 
featu re s of the fema 1 e 1 abou r force . 
-! NSTRAW s uggested the Confere nce should seek to identify the elel!lents 
t hat had pre ve nted raoid progress . 
- UNCTAD sta ted t ha t po l icies are needed that recognize the role of worren 
in rura l development and that ensure their equitable access to produc -
tive r esou r ce s , especially land and water resources and to inputs, markets 
and se r vices. 
- UNICEF said t here were severa l i ssue s of primary concern : (a) t he relation -
sh i p of women with the i nformal sec t or of the economy; (b) th e intra-
hou sehol d al locati on of ta sks and the sexual divis i on of labou r with the 
i mpli cati ons fo r chi ld-care; (c) t he interface between wome n 's maternal 
and economic responsi bilities ; (d) the importance of voca t ional/skill 
train in g for women in r e lation to income generation oppo r tunities; and 
(e) t he l ife-cycle patterns of women . 
-WF P reported that it believed the Conference should concentrate on 
s t ock-taking, identification of lessons learned and clear direction 
for future practical steps. ' 
-UN£~ stressed the right of women to choose the number of children 
They bore and their spacing, and the in errelationships between fertility 
regulation patterns, the status of women, and their participation in 
development efforts. 
-!!!!,!TAR made a number of proposals to follow-up and interrelate the 
resoTut ions on women for world conferences , such as those on science 
and
1 
technology , aging, disarmament, and agrarian reform and rural de -
ve opment. 
Women, A rarian Reform and Rural Development: FAQ in particular, 
a~~ued that women were still involved ,n agricuTfural activities, but 
t ere was evidence that international , financial and technical assis -
~ance had bypassed , and in some cases , further marginalized that group. 
1
~;g 1 women_should therefore receive priority attention at the Conference. 
snari ~aintained that the most disadvantaged women had been those who 
5rarhe the fate of the small and landless fanners in the least developed 
0 t e developing countries. 
~~!TAR stated he Conference might also consider the situation of women 
1 
th e transition from small commodity-producing peasant agricu l ture to 
l:~ae-sca~e collective fanning and the access of the rural masses to 
proc~s~;~_it , market fac11ities, extension services and decision -makin g 
10 
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Women, Conservation and Deve 1 opment: UNEP recorrrnended the following 
issue: the role of women in conservation and development. 
Women and Decision-Making: UN!TAR, UNFPA and the World Bank thought this 
should be given priority attention. 
Women as Agents in and Beneficiaries of Development: Many organizations 
expressed the view that this should receive high priority in the Con-
ference. 
Women, Education and Training : UNESCO, UNICEF and UNCTAO underlined this 
theme. 
Women and Em lo ment, Under-Em lo ment and Unem lo ment: l.b.Q requested 
an ana ysis oft e roe of women in economic and socia development and 
a better understanding of the important contribution of female labour 
to the prosperity and advancement of society. 
Women and Family Planning: UNFPA suggested due consideration be given to 
the possibility of including family planning among the is s ues to be 
covered at the Conference. 
Wome n a nd Food Producti on, Consum t io n Patterns a nd Nutri t i ona l levels: 
AFC cone uded that it was imperati ve that the role that women payed 
mthe food sector be ac knowledged not only at the t echnica 1 level of 
orojects, but at the highe s t pol icy l e vel o f Governmen t s . 
WFP re p lied that the Confere nce should concentrate on the contribution 
or--women to de velopment; sharing the benefits of devel opment; identi-
fica t ion o f outstanding projec ts, pr ogra mmes or activities demonstrating 
how t o advance progress perhaps by sec tor; and via working groups on 
pr oj ec t design and de 1 i very sys terns. 
Women and Health: WHO affinned that health was fundamental to all efforts 
in the economic, social, politi cal and cultural fie l ds. 
Women a nd Non-Traditional Activities: !CAO sugges ted that the Conference 
be co ncerned with the role of "omen innon-tradi tional activities, those 
that had heretofore been exclusively or at least largely the province of 
men. It said that one such activity had been civil aviation, where women 
had pl ayed their part a l most entirely on the administrative side. However, 
it said that that situation was gradually changing. 
Women, Peace and Disannament: UN!TAR cited the relationship between peace, 
disarmament and women's status~ell as the critical role of women in 
the preparat ions of s oci e ties for life in peace. 
',/omen and Protecti on fr om Di sasters : UNDRO e xpressed the view that all 
me mbe r s of a corrrnunity we re entitled to the same pro tecti on from the 
po ssib i lity of avoidable di s as ters. the same preparedness for the un-
a voidable, and the same s tandard o f re)ief after disasters . 
Refugees and Displaced Women: UNHCR proposed the followin~ be incorporated 
,n the list o f i s sues: refuge e s and displaced women; service con cerns and 
programme plans, projects for economic and social self-sufficiency that 
would facilitate their pa rticipation in development, decision-making and 
o ther i ssues related to the improvement of their condition in countries 
of asylum. 
Women and Stages / Cyc les of Life: UN!TAR, !}N! CEF and the UN Universitf 
addr essed var io us a s pects of this issue. UNICEF proposed. the tooic o 
lonely women in old age. UN!TAR concluded that the question of aging was 
l ooked at by the World Assembly on Aging as a "development issue" because 
the demographic pat tern a f fee ted the national economy. 
Won,en, Science and Technology: UN!TAR suggested that the Conference might 
treat three aspects of this question as below: 
-The impact on 1<omen of the choice and utilization of technology: 
-The international distribution and use of scientific and tech-
nological resources, and women's status: 
-Emerging technologies and the status of women; 
Women, Trade and Corrrnerce: UNCTAD stated that preparat ory ac tivities for 
the Conference might include efforts to e xpl ore a nd devel op possibilities 
for transnational cooperation between women in selec ted fields, and in-
dicated that a first step might be to document sy s tematically and under-
stand more fully the actual contribution of •omen in economic activity, 
particularly in the field of corrrnerce , in indi v idual countries . 
11 
Tff &Hta~ ilHt> 
l~~tJE.S 
(cottlinv eaa) 
The Member States who replied were: Australia, Austria, Belgi um, 
Canada, China, Cuba, Denmark, German Democrat ic Re publi c , Federa l 
Republic of Germany, Greece, India, Japan , No rwa y , Phili ppines a nd 
Yugoslavia. The Government of Tonga also submitted its views . 
Overall , there was an emphasis given by the Member States to the 
importance of involving women and women's organ12ati ons in the 
preparations for the Conference. 
THEMES, ISSUES AND OBJECT! VES 
In many replies , it was stated that. the review and appraisal o f he 
achievements of the Decade should be the main ta sk of th e Conference. 
As a corollary, and of equal importance, the Conference should con-
sider actions to be taken to resolve the problems that are fa ced by 
women and to hasten their advancement. 
One Government cons idered that the Co nference s hould ee,phas i ze th e 
performance of the United Nations system in implementati on of the 
Decade . 
The respondent developing countries in particular noted the importance 
within the review and appraisal procedure of identifying the fa c t ors 
that had prevented rapid progress in each area. 
Women and Equality: One Government felt that the _world was not _mere ly 
experiencing an economic crisis but a deep modifi cation in socie t a l 
structures. Women should enter into the new situat ion-wh ic h .,ou ld be 
determined by such factors as new technol ogies, the mass med ia , pro-
blems of energy and the use of free ti me- on an equal foo ting with men . 
Another Government was distressed that the tone of the Secretary-Generals 
report to the Colflllission on the Status of Women at its twenty-ninth 
session (E/CN.6/1982/8), indicated a reduced colflllitment to the goal of 
equality. Statements of orinciple must not be over-ridden by fears of 
increased tension and unrest, especially in matters where women ha d borne 
the brunt of discrimination throughout centuries. 
Women and Development: Several respondents from de vel oped count r i es felt 
that such matters as the economical role of women sh ould be examined ., i th-
in the context of broad societal change or development, a process affec t-
ing both developed and developing countries. One Government, referr i ng t o 
the strong demand by developing countries for the establishment of the 
New International Economic Order, felt that the matter should occupy an 
important place when discussing the question of development. It was 
necessary also to have human resources, economic solidarity and the re-
quisite technology in order to ensure a type of development co-operation 
that was relevant for and beneficial to women. Projects that had wome n 
as the primary target group were necessary and would need support fo r a 
long time to come. Consequently, development assistance that had women as 
the ta r get group should be increased. However, consideration of women's 
interest should be integrated into all development work. 
OneGovernmentnoted that conditions had dramati cal ly changed s i nce t he 
1975 Conference. The economic crisis had profoundly affec ted bo t h devel op-
ing and developed countries, and women had been among the fir s t t o suffe r . 
Women and Peace: O~e Government recOlflllended that, because of the rela t ion -
ship between women s advancement and peace, the Conference should advoca t e 
the efficient resolution of the question of world peJ ce an d inte t· 1 security measures in the field of disarmament, the el iminati on O;n~ •~
nd 
practices and all other negative practices and tendencies burd . ac ~s t 
world. Another Government noted that it would be more ap prop r i:~~n~ o \~r-
ange for women to form part of delegations to spec iali zed conf r 
issues such as peace and disarmament , wh ic h should be nl e ences on 
the World Conference than to discuss those i ssues in od y touc hed upon at 
ence. ' epth at th e Co nfer-
In addition to _ the subthemes of employment, educati on 
following specific_top_ics were identified by ma n and health , t he 
should be given priority attention: Y Gove rnme nts as ones that 
Agric ultura l Development a nd Food 
Industri al Deve lopme nt 
Service s 
••• 
'flie7mact of Devel o ments in Science & Techno lo!J.Y 
Pa rti cipdt 1on i n Po i ti ca Life 
Informa ti on and ColflTlu n icati ons 
•omen Liv ing in Situat ions of Ext reme Gra vi\.)'. 
The Inf l uence o f Tr ans nationa l Co rporati ons 
Consumpt ion of Res ources and Po ll uti on 
~ 
Wa te r and Sanitati on 
Shelt er, Pr imary Hea lth Care 
Populati on 
Problems of vlomen Migrants and Refugees 
' 
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Th e maJonty of Gove rnme nt s replying favoured an extension o f t he ex ist -
ing instruments , plans and prograrrrnes to a further period o f impl eme n t -
at ion afte r 1985. One Gove rnment recorrrne nde d tha t on the ba sis of the eval-
uation of progress so fa r achieved to be made by th e Co nfe rence, a second 
UN Oecade for Wome n ought to be proc lai med in order t o continue and s tren g-
t hen efforts made up to then . Ano ther re s pondent cons idered that t he ho ld i ng 
of a world confere nce in 1990 would enab l e cont i nued measurement of pro-
gres s and t ackling o f problems. A s econd res pondent considered that a 
world conference t o evaluate progress could be envisaged for 1995 or 2000 
with, in the in terva 1 , reg i ona I conferences. 
A numbe r of respondent Governments sta t ed thei r supµo r t f or an i mportant 
role fo r non-governmental orga n1Z ations in prepa rations fo r the Confe rence 
and at the Conference itself. Another considered that there sh ould be a 
greater emphasis on regional consultation and p reparati on for the Confer-
ence, and results of those s houl d be in t egrated i nt o t he Confe ren ce. 
Regional meetings should be workshops of spe cial i s t s wi t h exper ience i n the 
areas of health , employment , education and s taffing o f women' s burea us. 
!~-SESSION APRA~GE"E~TS 
A number of Governments recorrrne nded t hat 
there should be no presentation of forma l 
oral statements on nationa l conditions to 
the plenary of the Confer·ence , bu t that 
na tional reports should be prepared fo r 
prior circulation. 
One respondent conside,·ed it important 
to cla r ify the status of non-governmental 
organizations , especially wCXTien's organ-
izations , in regard to part1cipat ion 1n 
the Conference. It was of great signifi-
cance that the non - governmenta l organi-
zations were not only formally given the 
r ight to speak , but t hat proper time be 
reserved fo r that purpose. In case of an 
"alternative" conference suc h as t hat he ld 
in 1980 it was necessary to establ i sh 
close conrnunication between t he main co n-
ference and the "a l ternative 11 o ne. A 
second respondent noted that the increased 
attention g i ve n to grass-roots movements 
A 
~c.C:OND 
DeCAD~ 
fop. 
by the uri system made it natural th at an 
"alternative" conference be held in 1985 , 
and it supported tne holding of such a 
con fe re nee . 
WOMc.}J 
? • 
~l'lr'r.R ~il <:~ ... Another respondent felt that both govern-mental and non-governmental organizations 
should contribu e to the preparation of 
national reports. 
13 
v1tw~ or ..... UM 
REGIONAL 
r.OMM1$~10N~ 
lATIN 
AM&RICh 
ECE reported that it would endeavour to undertake research on : (a) the 
economic role of women in the ECE region ; and (b) monitoring of nup-
tiality and fertility trends in Europe in the 1970s and the comparative 
fertility study undertaken jointly by ECE and the World Fertility Study. 
ESCAP reported that it shared the views contained in the report of the 
Sec retary -General on preparations for the llorld Conference (E/CN . 6/1982/8), 
and particularly: That expanded part1c1pat1on of women 1n the economy 
in the context of world-wide economic recession could bring about ten-
s,on between male and female workers; that educational obJectives for women 
ran the risk of being attained at the expense of men , and that measures 
could be devised to improve the level of education of women without un-
duly sacrificing the educational opportunites of men. Furthermore, ESCAP 
felt that in the past, there might have been an over-emphasis on women 's 
participation in the economic sector of development, with insufficient 
regard to the significance of their participation in the non-economic, 
qualitative aspects of development. Sy evolving a more balanced concept 
of development, ESCAP felt that avenues for participation by women could 
be opened in areas where women could make their contribution without nec-
essarily displacing men in jobs or competing with them ... 
ECLA reported that it had been lately working on two basic themes related 
fowomcn. First, its Unit for the Integration of Women 1n Development had 
undertaken research on how to upgrade, through training, a country's capa-
city to formulate and implement policies , prograrrmes and projects on women 
in development. Secondly , ECLA was upgrading national and regional capab -
ility in the field of information, documentation and communication , as a 
first step towards the establishment of national and regional information 
centres. 
ECA reported that it had already taken a number of steps in preparation 
for the Conference. (a) Discussions at the third meeting of the African 
Regional Co-ordinating Corrmittee for the Integration of \/omen in Develop -
ment on the need to consider such issues and themes as the integration of 
women in development, the violation of women's rights and the influence of 
the establishment of a new international economic order on the status of 
women, for review and appraisal as part of the Conference preparation. 
Th_ese issues have been referred to the ECA subregional committees on the 
integration of women in development andto the ECA multilateral program-
ming and operational centres (MULPOCs). The ECAAfrican Training and Re-
search Centre for Women will also analyse theissues and submit their 
analysis for review at the next session of the Co-ordinating Corrrnittee. 
The ECA Conference of Ministers had decided that the Third Regional Con -
ference should discuss progress in the implementation of the Lagos Plan 
of Action, with special reference to the role of women in alleviating 
the food crisis, refugee and displaced women , participation of women in 
the programme of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, the legal 
statu~ of wcrnen, women in rural areas, out-of-school girls and vocational 
training, the setting up of national machineries for the advancement of 
women, and the practical utilization of research on the status of women. 
Concerning inter-organizational projects, ECA reported that, in addition 
to the work of the African Training and Research Centre for Women, which 
is the result of joint endeavours by many agencies, an inter-agency working 
group on women had been established , and had already met twice. 
, 
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The Economic and Social Council (EC0S0C) at its first 
session in 1982, decided that the Commission on the 
Status of Women should be the preparatory body for the 
World Conference, that it should operate on the basis 
of consensus, and invited the widest possible parti-
cipation of Member States . 
Members of the Commission on the Status of Women are: 
Australia, Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslavakia, Egypt, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Sierra 
Leone, Spain, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrainian SSR, 
USSR, United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela and Zaire. 
States not Members of the Commission are being encouraged 
to attend as observers . 
EC0S0C recommended that three sessions be held, in 
1983, 1984 and 1985, and that the Advancement of Women 
Branch of the Centre for Social Development and Humani-
tarian Affairs should serve as the substantive secre-
tariat of the preparatory body as well as of the·Confe~ 
rence. 
The purpose of the Conference is: 
(a) To provide an international forum for a 
critical review and appraisal of the 
achievements of the Decade, the difficul-
ties encountered in achieving the object-
ives of the Decade, and probable future 
trends; 
(b) To for~ulate strategies for effective im-
plementation that would identify and re-
commend concrete methods and means for the 
advancement of women to be applied at 
national, regional and international levels, 
based on experience gained during the Decade 
and on perspectives to the year 2000. 
Five regional inter-governmental preparatory meetings will 
be held prior to 1985. They will be organized by the five 
United Nations regional commissions (ECLA, ECA, ESCAP, ECE 
and ECWA). It is hoped that these regional meetings will 
include technical workshops of experts in the areas of 
health, education, employment and nationa l machineries. 
An interregional seminar on the concerns of women in rural 
areas is also planned prior to 1985 . 
-
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WHO WAS T-H&~a ~ 
The following Member States of the United Nations were represented at 
the First Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, Acting as 
the Preparatory Body for the World Conference. 
* Denotes members of the Commission. 
Algeria 
Argentina 
* Australia 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Byelorussian SSR 
* Canada 
Chile 
* China 
* Cuba 
* Czechoslavakia 
Denmark 
Ecuador 
* Egypt 
Finland 
* France 
Gabon 
* German Democratic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece 
* Guatemala 
Guinea 
* Honduras 
* India 
* Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
* Italy 
Ivory Coast 
* Japan 
* Kenya 
Libya 
Luxembourg 
* Mexico 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
* Nigeria 
* Norway 
* Pakistan 
* Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Senegal 
* Sierra Leone 
* Spain 
Sweden 
Thailand 
Turkey 
* Ukrainian SSR 
* USSR 
* UK 
* USA 
Upper Volta 
* Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
* Zaire 
Two observers from b Switzerland. non-mem er states also attended: The Holy See and 
~he follow~ng liberation movements were represented· African National 
ongress o South Africa and Pan Africanist Congres~ of Azania 
In addition, there were repre t t· 
bodies, UN specialized a en _sen~ ives from UN Regional Commissions & UN 
non-governmental organiz~ti~~~s, intergovernmental organizations and 
.. • ........... t. - ~ ...... ..... - - • 
tlGO INVOLYEMEMt 
Both of the previous non-governmental meetings held parallel to the United 
Nations Worla Conference lthe IWY Tribune in Mexico City, 1975, and the NGO 
Mid-Decade Forun in Copenhagen, 1980), were organized by a connnittee set up 
by CONGO (Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status 
with ECOSOC). In preparation for the 1985 activities, CONGO is establishing 
a committee of its members, to consider various ways in which NGOs can take 
part in the preparation of documentation, and in the planning of possible 
meetings at regional and international levels. This connnittee will work in 
collaboration with the three sub-committees of CONGO already actively con-
sidering issues related to women in New York, Geneva and Vienna. 
Some of the possible acitivities that this committee will be 
discussing include the following: 
'Prt:-c:onf £l'£nc:t 
cow1 $Ul tati on:•J 
NGO FORUM 
,.... 
This consultation would probably be held 
some months before the World Conference. 
Recommendations coming from the meeting 
could be discussed with government 
representatives responsible for preparing 
national reports and developing national 
policy positions. NGOs could also use the 
results in papers and statements prepared 
for presentation at regional and inter-
national meetings leading up to the 1985 
World Conference. 
These meetings would take place during the 
World Conference, and would be open only to 
those NGOs with consultative status who would 
be attending the conference as observers. 
1t would be an opportunity for NGOs and 
government delegates to discuss specific 
topics of mutual concern. 
As was the case in the parallel meetings 
held in Mexico City and in Copenhagen, this 
would be an open forum for any groups or 
people interested in issues related to women 
., 
... 
~11c.ilt arq 
'htt¼in~s worldwide. 1t would be held at the same time 
r~9ionaI 
me.i. tins s 
l as the World Conference and in the same city. --" 
The United Nations Regional Commissions will~, 
be holding meetings in each of the regions 
prior to the 1985 World Conference. It is 
hoped that NGOs will be able to participate 
in these meetings. l ~• 
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DOCUMEN 
.... 
The Preparatory Body has recommended to ECOSOC that the following 
documents be prepared for the World Conference: 
1. A report on the review and appraisal of progress achieved, paying 
particular attention to obstacles encountered in attainino the goals 
and objectives of the Decade. Report to be based on information from 
Governments . 
WORLD SURYS't · · · 
2. A world survey on the role of women in development, bearing in mind 
the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: 
Equality, Development and Peace . 
3. Reports on the review and appraisal of the progress achieved and the 
obstacles encountered by the United Nations system in support of the 
goals of the Decade. Reports to be prepared by the specialized agencies 
and the UN bodies concerned, and to include information on the impact 
of their activities on women and employment of women in the United 
Nations system. 
... 
4. A compilation of selected statistics and indicators on the status of 
women in 0rder to evaluate and assess the achievements of the Decade. 
Thi~ compilation will be in the form of a brochure reflecting the co-
ordinated endeavours of the UN statistical services led by the Statis-
tical Office of the UN, the Branch for the Advancement of Women and the 
UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women ( INSTRAW). 
1S 
1, 
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I' 
5. Report on forward-looking strategies of implementation for the advance -
ment of Women, and on concrete measures to overcome obstacles to the 
achievement of the goals and objectives of the Decade , during the 
oeriod up to the year 2000, at local, national, regional and international 
levels, including a study on perspectives on the status of women to the 
year 2000. 
In addition, background documentation will include: 
6 . Recommendations of the five regional meetings to be organized by the 
five UJ regional commissions 
7. Reports of the sessions of the Commission on th~ Status of Women Acting 
as the Preparatory Body for the World Conference 
8 . Report of the interregional seminar on the condition of women in rural 
areas. 
9. Up-to-date information on the status of the ratification of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women. 
IC. Report of the World Conference of IWY, Mexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975. 
Report of the World Conference of the UN Decade for Women : Equality, 
Development and Peace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980. 
11. Technical reports and information material a number of UN organizations 
have indicated they will prepare on issues within their fields of 
competence. 
12. National reports. 
19 
Many representatives at the preparatory meeting in Vienna stressed the 
i mportance of publicity, which should have the objective of informing both 
women and men throughout t he world about the Conference, disseminating 
in formation on the Decade, creating awareness of women's status and en-
suring that the media deal with the issues concerning women in a sensitive, 
serious and accurate manner ... The opinion was expressed that the need to 
make key journalists (in every region) aware of the goals of the Confer-
ence shou l d be given high pr i or i ty . Representatives stressed the need to 
direct information to women at the grass roots level, as well as to policy-
makers and decision-makers and, in particular, rural women. 
(I) .... b.-ochur f.. - 'PR0POSh!.. -
A brochure g1v1ng the why , what, where, when and how of the Conference. 
Thi s multi-coloured pamph l et would be produced in English, French, 
Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Chinese . 
(2.1 .... n ~1111sl i.+·h.r 
A quarterly newsletter providing information on all activities preceding 
the Conference , including regional meetings, preparatory meetings, seminars 
and sectoral meetings, etc . The last issue of the newsletter would be 
devoted to a summary of the conclusions of the Conference and would be 
published i n English, French, Spanish and Arabic . .. 
t/J @ .. .. ba clc9v-ouV\~ f Ecl-lur-~s 
z 
0 
Background notes , features and fact sheets would be issued to cover in 
greater detail the issues of the Conference. (English, French, Spanish, 
and Arabic) . · ... 
~ @ ... fE\"t'in+s 
~ The Plan of Action (1975) and Programme of Action (1980) would be reprint-
\J 
ed in booklet form. (Eng l ish , French, Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Chinese). 
J @ . • · ~ r l cs. c; in fo v- VV\ c:\ + io VI k i + 
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~ pr~s~ i~~or~~tion kit on the status of the world's women would be pro-
1~c: }n d~ 1r st guar!er of 1985. It would be aimed ~ainiv at a select 
lS O me la organ i zat i ons worldwide, but would also be distributed to 
non-governmenta l organi zati Th · · · f 1 ( . ons . ere would be approximately 5 000 kits 1n our anguages Engl i sh, French, Spanish and Arabic). - ' 
-.. - ......., 
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Regular articles on women would be printed in Development Forum prior to 
the Conference and a special supplement would be published in 1985. 
A booklet would be published after the Conference which would contain a 
description of the event itself and any follow-up programme which may re --
sult from the Conference . 
United Nations radio programme "Women": For the past three years, t his 
has been produced on a weekly basis in English. French and Spanish 
programmes are being produced twice monthly. Beginning i n 1983, French, 
Spanish and Arabic programmes will be produced on a weekly basis . Organi -
zations also use the scripts for newsletters, articles and for adaptation 
into other languages for broadcast purposes . It is hoped that television 
programmes can also be added to the activities of the women's unit. 
A poster for the Conference using the logo for the Decade . It would be 
Printed in the official languages with blanks for local languages. 
A photo exhibit would be arranged covering the five regions and would be 
mounted for an exhibition at the Conference site as well as at United 
Nations, New York, and would involve photographic inputs from the entire 
UN system. (This proposal will be reviewed by ECOSOC in light of the 
available budget for publicity). 
A Women and Development television series, begun early in 1983, will be 
completed in time for the Conference. The project consists of product i on 
by approximately 12 women TV-producers from developing and deve l oped 
countries of up to a half-hour of programming on issues relevant to t he 
Decade and the Conference. Special screenings of vignettes will be shown 
at the Conference and also at the preparatory regional and sectoral mee t -
ings if available in time . 
A film will be produced based on the Conference, bringing out the various 
issues of concern to the participants. The film will have worldwide dis-
tribution. 
••• 
OTHER IHFORMI\TION 
ACTIVITIE~ 
FtLL~WSHIPi 
Five fellowships will be awarded to journalists 
in each of the four regions in the developing 
world to attend the proposed regional meetings 
and a one day briefing would be he ld before the 
meeting ~o apprise the j ournalists of the issues. 
fMCOVN'PER 
A Journalists Encounter wou ld be he ld immediate ly 
preced ing t he Conference . Approximate ly 20 journ-
alists from the developing countries wou ld be in-
vited at UN expense. The Encounter wou ld be open 
to al l journalists accredited to the Conference . 
UH IMFORM~TIQN tTRi 
United Nations Information Centres would be given 
"seed money" to organize, at the national level 
information activities in connection with the ' 
Conference, and to reproduce and distribute infor-
mat ion material in local languages . 
"UHIC 
A Joint United Nation s Information Committee 
(JUNIC) Task Force on Women would be estab lished 
and wi ll beg in meetings in 1983 to draft inter -
agency information activities in connection with 
•~_t_h_e_Co_n_. f_e_r_e_n_c_e_. _ _____ __________ .._ 
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ACP 
ICPE 
INTERPOL 
OECD 
ATRCW 
DPI 
ECA 
ECE 
ECLA 
ECOSOC 
ECWA 
ESCAP 
FAQ 
ICAO 
IFAD 
ILO 
INSTRAW 
IWY 
MULPOCS 
UNCTAD 
UNDP 
UNDRO 
UNESCO 
UNFPA 
UNHCR 
UNICEF 
UNIT AR 
WFP 
WHO 
CONGO 
IWTC 
tJGO 
\✓WB 
.... 
~frican, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States 
International Centre for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries 
International Criminal Police Organization 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develooment 
1.J'A1'l01'-l S 
African Training and Research Centre for Women 
Department of Public Information 
Economic Commission for Africa 
Economic Commission for Europe 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
Economic and Social Council 
Economic Commission for Western Asia 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
International Civil Aviation Organization 
International Fund for Agricultural Development 
International Labour Orqani sati on 
International Institute for Trainin-g & Research for /\dvancement of Women 
International Women's Year (1975) 
ECA/Multilatera1 programming and operational centres 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
United Nations Development Programme 
United Nations Disaster Relief Office 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
United Nations Children's Fund 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
World Food Programme 
World Health Organization 
Conference of NGOs in Consultative Status with ECOSOC 
International Women's Tribune Centre 
Non-Governmental Organization 
Women's World Banking 
., 
MlfOR INITlf\Tlrt, 
OJ THE Dl&')I. 
.. 
l ~&l&c.1ion of so~& of th~ ini¼i~ttivs~ 
-r~ksh ai ih¼ttna½ionql lr.1tl to achi&V£ 
ih& obj&~tiv"~ o; 4he. De,ao.t 1~'Z6-lj8S 
Vl1.t'rf.t> NaTIONS 
WHh1' WE Hz\\/£ ESTABl.t~H.£t> 
'VOLUhTaR.Y 
't=tJnD iOR 
'Ti-it D&CaD£. 
iOR WOM£.N 
,.. 
..._ 
WHA.T WE: H/\V£ ACH1EV£1' 
The Voluntary Fund was created by the 
United Nations in 1976 to: 
-provide financial and technical 
ass i stance to women in their work 
for national , regi onal and gl obal 
development 
-give priority to the least deve loped , 
l and-locked and island nations 
-give special consideration to prog -
rammes which benefit rural and urban 
poor women. 
Since becoming operationa l in 1978 , the 
Fund has supported 300 projects , work ing 
cl ose ly with United Nations organ i zat ions , 
governments and non-governmenta l organ i-
zations. It has made commitments of 
$17 mi l l i on to these projects , f und s 
contributed by governments and non -
qovernmental groups around t he world . 
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WHAT WE. HA.V~ ES,.ABt.tSH~t:> 
The International 
Institute for 
Research and Trainino 
for the Advancement -
of Women (INSTRAW) 
lhS1'Raw 
605 Third Avenue 
BR 1914 
United Nations 
New York, tlY 10017 
UN 
~r~<:1a.~1-z~:o cv 
AG~ncte.s 
rOC:A.t.. POIHTS 
International L3bour 
nrqanisation 
Office of Women Workers' 
Questions 
4 route des Moril l ons 
CH-1211 Geneva 22 
Switzerland 
WHA'T WE MAYE ACHIEVE: I> 
In December 1975, the United Nations 
endorsed the recommendation tha t INSTRAW 
be established to provide i ncreased 
training for women, and to undert ake 
research that would strengt hen resource s, 
ski l ls and abilities of women wor ldwide . 
In 1979, it was decided to accept t he 
invitation of the Dominican Republic t o 
serve as host country for the Inst i tu te . 
Since that time, negot i at i ons have been 
proceeding with the Dom i ni can Repu bli c 
Government and a move is expected soon. 
As of March, 1983, INSTRAW was st i ll 
based in temporary headquarters in New 
York. 
INSTRAW has undertaken: 
-a major research project on stat i sti cs 
and indicators on women 
-an expert group meeting in Apr il t o 
ana l yse results of t he stu dy 
-a short-term fe l lowship orogramme t ha t 
offers training opportunities to na ti onal s 
of all countries 
-a series of research stud ies on macro/ 
micro linkages and relationsh i ps at 
national and internationa l leve l s , and 
their effects on women. 
ILO: With their particular concern for 
women in the workforce, the Internat i onal 
Labour Conference in 1975 adopted t he 
Declaration and Plan of Action on 
Eguality of Opportunity and Treatment for 
1-Jomen Workers. 
In addition, ILO has: 
-in 1976, set up the Office of Women 
Workers' Questions, to become a foca l 
point for the promotion and coordi nat i,on 
of all ILO activities concern i rig wome n 
workers. 
-in 1981, named Mme. Antoinette Beguin 
to the new position of Assistant 
Di rector General for the Promot i on of 
E qua l i t y i n Gener al . 
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Organization 
Via delle Terme di 
Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
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The Office of Women Workers' Questions, with 
a 1982/83 budget of $709,364 and a staff of 
three professionals: plans and coordinates 
research; promotes action by governmental, 
non-governmental, emol ayers' and workers' 
organizations with ILO technical departments, 
to implement ILO programmes concerning 
wome~ workers; coordinates ILO follow-up to 
the Decade for Women Conference (1980); and 
oublishes Women at Work twice a year, a 
magazine that reports on issues and progress 
relating to policies on women workers world-
wide. 
FAO: A major achievement of FAQ is the 
resolution mandating that all programme 
documents now include statements on the 
projects' imoact on women in the years 
since 1975. 
Organizational programmes include: 
-The Interdivisional Working Grouo on 
Women and Development, established in 
1976. Its purpose is to involve FAQ's 
technical divisions directly in issues 
related to women and development. In 
1981, this group changed from being 
purely an advisory group, and assumed 
senior staff status with decision-
making responsibilities. 
-The Community Action for Disadvantaged 
Rural Women project, initiated in 1981. 
As of February 1982, the project had 
received $1.3 million, with counterpart 
contributions of $4 million available. 
Major projects are being initiated in 
Sri Lanka, Kenya, Me xico, Zambia and the 
Yemen Arab Republic. 
-The Home Economics and Social Proaramme 
Service, where most women-specific 
activity is focussed. With a regular 
programme budget of $1,140,000, this 
office has reqional field officers in 
Thailand, Chile, Ghana and Italv. 
.. 
Uln~SCO 
UNESCO 
Ms. Yvette Abrahamson 
Population Division 
7, Place de Fontenoy 
75700 Paris 
France 
◄ 
UNESCO: In 1975, UNESCO sponsored a 
meeting of journalists and broadcasters 
from nineteen countries which resulted in 
a variety of recommendations for ways in 
which women's access to, and involvement 
in, the production of information could be 
increased. Out of these recommendations 
grew the Women's Features Service . 
There are now autonomous women's features 
services in the following regions: 
1978-0ffice of Women's Information/Latin 
America 
1978-Caribbean Wo~en's Features Syndica te 
1979-Depthnews Asia 
1980-African Women's Features Service 
Hundreds of features have been produced by 
these services, the majority of which have 
been picked up by newspapers, magazines and 
other publications at national, regional and 
international level. Each service seeks to 
build up networks of women communicators , 
and to provide them with information channels 
for their articles . Additionally, they try 
to ensure that the needs, concerns and con-
tributions of women in society are reflected 
adequately in the mass media. 
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The Inte rna ti onal Women's Year Plan of Action recommended that each UN 
Regional Commission establish a women's unit that would provide governmenta l 
and non-governmental agencies with the support necessary to carry out the 
objectives of the Plan. 
Regions where women's units are now established include: 
Women's Office 
UN / ESCAP 
United Nations Buildinq 
Rajadamnern Avenue 
Bangkok 2 
Thailand 
q\\c:lfov-
Programme for the Integration 
of Women in Development 
APDC 
P.O. Box 2444 
Kuala Lumpur 
Mal a ys i a 
African Training & 
Research Centre for Women 
UN/ECA 
· P.O. Box 3001 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Unidad para la Integracion de 
las Mujeres en el Desarrollo 
ONU/C EPAL 
Casilla 179-D 
Sa ntiag o 
Chile 
I .. 
.. 
... 
ESCAP: The Economic and Social Comnission for 
Asia and the Pacific has two focal points for 
women's affairs. The Asia and Pacific Centre 
for Women and Development has now become a 
unit of the Asia and Pacific Development Centre 
in Malaysia. In addition, there is a women's 
office at ESCAP headquarters in Thailand . 
ECA: The Economic Commission for Africa has 
set up the African Training and Research Centre 
for Women in Ethiopia as the focal point for 
wo~en's activities and concerns. ATRCW pre-
dates the Plan of Action, having been established 
in 1973. The Centre provides in-service training 
for women; serves as an information and resource 
centre; carries out research related to the 
status of women; and organizes the African 
Women's Development Task Force. Women's Units 
have also been established in each sub-regional 
Multi-National Programme Operational Centre 
(MULPOC). 
ECLA: The Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, set up a specia l 
unit for women in the Social Develonment 
Division of ECLA. Its purposes include the 
evaluation of the legal, economic, politica l 
~nd cultural status of rural and urban women, 
and to ensure that all of ECLA's programmes 
reflect a concern for women's needs . 
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tCWA 
Unit for the Advancement 
of Women 
UIJ/ErnA 
Khairat Building 
Saacioun St. 
Near Unknown Soldier Square 
Baghdad, Iraq 
,.. 
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ECWA: The Economic Commission for Western 
Asia set up a special unit for the advance-
ment of women as part of their secretariat . 
Its two primary functions include : Co-
ordinating workshops on national development 
olanning that would suggest new ways of in -
tegratinq women; and ensuring that appropriate 
social services for women are available by 
undertaking an assessment of existing services, 
and by promoting curriculum development and 
training programmes. 
GOVERNMENT:,,,,,.,........,... ------------
The IWY Plan of Action recommended that 
each Member State of the United Nations 
Narzonat. 
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establish a "machinery" (i.e., a women's 
unit, bureau, department , office, etc . ) 
within its bureaucracy that would help 
accelerate the achievement of equal oppor-
tunities for women . 
Several countries have established ministries 
for the integration of women into national 
plans and policies. These include: 
The Ivor~! Coast, Bangladesh, France, Mauri -
tania, Pa~aguay, Togo, Venezuela and 
Jamaica. 
Other countries have established units, 
bureaus, departments or divisions within 
government, as well as National Commissions, 
committees and councils of women's affairs . 
Many national political parties have estab-
lished women's political wings. 
Activitie s of national machineries vary 
from country to country. Some include: 
Research and data collection; formulation 
of policy, programmes and projects; co-
ordination and liaison activities; advisory 
services to government departments; monitorinq 
and suoervising of policies, projects and -
legislation; training; assisting women's 
organizations; and consciousness-raising 
activities in general. 
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Women and Development Un i ts in 
Government Aid Agencies 
Contact Persons: 
Karin Hi11111elstrand 
c/o SIDA 
Bi rger Jarl sgaten 61 
5105 25 Stockholm , SWEDEN 
r-tne. Andree Audibert 
Mi niste re de la Cooperation 
20 Rue Monsieur 
75700 Paris, FRANC E 
Geertje Thomas 
Mi nistry of Development 
Cooperation 
Ple i n 23 
The Hag ue, NETHERLANDS 
Women ' s Wor l d Banking 
P. O. Box 1691 
Grand Cent ra l Station 
New Yo r k, NY 10017 
USA 
(continuc:d) 
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Many "donor" countrie s have established 
soecial women's units to assist with the 
coordination of funding for women's projects 
and programmes throughout the developing 
world. 
In 1979, representatives of many of these 
women's units formed the Women and Develop -
ment Correspondents Group, which meets 
regularly to discuss priorities and projects 
that are in oarticular need of support. The 
group attempts to give added encouragement 
to their respective governments in giving 
greater recognition to the importance of 
women's programmes in reaching the objectives 
of the World Plan of Action . 
The 1975 IWY Conference focussed attention 
on the need to ·provide women with access to 
credit . From these discussions, Women's 
World Banking (WWB) was formed to provide 
guarantees or other security to banks and 
financial institutions on beha l f of low-
income entrepreneurs. 
As of 1983, WWB has cooperated with pro-
grammes in 20 countries. In addition to 
assisting entrepreneurs to acquire loans, 
it has also helped to locate and provide 
technical assistance and training in areas 
of management and marketinq. 
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MATCH 
401-171 Nepean 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0B4 
Canada 
INTC 
International Women's 
Tribune Centre (IWTC) 
305 East 46th Street 
New York, NY 10017 
There are many other 
major initiatives 
arisin9 from the 
meetings in Me xico 
City, 1975, and we 
hope we will be 
forgiven for not 
mentioning them all. 
These three are 
selections only. 
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Women from Canada returned home after the 
IWY Tribune determined to increase awareness 
and assistance to issues of women in the 
Third World. MATCH was formed to educate and 
involve other women and women's groups in 
Canada in these concerns, and to raise money 
to finance women's projects throughout the 
developing world. Projects assisted have 
included cooperatives, women's centres, health 
and training activities. 
IWTC was set up following the IWY Tribune in 
Mexico City, in answer to the numerous requests 
for information that came from the women who 
participated from all over the world . Beginning 
with a newsletter, now the quarterly journal 
The Tribune, IWTC has expanded its activities 
to include over 11,000 women and women's groups 
worldwide in its regular mailings of resource 
information. The Tribune is also produced in 
Spanish and known as La Tribuna, and will 
shortly be appearing in a French edition for 
Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. 
IWTC also collaborates with regional women's 
organizations in the production of information 
kits for women's projects and activities; 
maintains a resource centre on women and 
developmP.nt concerns; and provides training and 
technical assistance for regional women's 
grouos in communication and information skills 
and strategies. 
Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA) 
P.O. Box 3001 
Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 
ECA/MULPOC/Women's Unit ECA/MULPOC/Women's 
P.O. Box 647 B.P. 744 
Yaounde, CAMEROON Niamey, NIGER 
ECA/MULPOC/Women's Unit ECA/MULPOC/Women's 
B. p. 316 P.O. Box 170 
Tangiers, MOROCCO Gis enyi, RWANDA 
ECA/MULPOC/Women's Unit 
P.O. Box 647 
Lusaka, ZAMBIA 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postal 823 
19, Avenue Chahid El Waly 
Mustapha Sayed 
(Ex. Avenue Claude Debussy) 
Algiers, ALGERIA 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 836 
Rue Joseph Clere 
Yaound e , CAMEROON 
Unit 
Unit 
• 0. 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 2160 
Avenue de la Poste 
7, Place de l'Independance 
Bujumbura, BURUNDI 
UN Information Centre 
Economic Commission for Africa 
P. O. Box 3001 
Africa Hall 
Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 
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UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 2339 
Liberia and Maxwell Roads 
Accra, GHANA 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 30218 
Nairobi, KENYA 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box MS 301 
Maseru 100, LESOTHO 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 274 
Monrovia, LIBERIA 
UN Information Centre 
c/o U.N.D.P 
P.O. Box 358 
67-71 Turkiya Street 
Tripoli, LIBYA 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 1348 
Antananarivo, MADAGASCAR 
UN Information Centre 
"Cashier ONU" 
Angle Charia Moulay Hassan 
(ex Avenue Urbain Blanc) 
et Zankat Assafi 
(ex Rue de Nimes) 
Rabat-Chellah, MOROCCO 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 1068 
17 Kingsway, Ikoyi 
Lagos, NIGERIA 
Centre d'Informacion des 
Nations Unies 
Boite Postale 154 
9, Allees Robert Delmas 
Dakar, SENEGAL 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 1992 
Al Qasr Avenue, Street No. 15 
Block 3, House No. 3 
Khartoum East 
Khartoum, SUDAN 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 9224 
Independence Avenue 
Matasalamat Building 
First Floor 
Dar es Salaam, TANZANIA 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 911 
Rue Albert Sarraut 
Coin Avenue de Gaulle 
Lome, TOGO 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postal 863 
61 Boulevard Bab Benat 
Tunis, TUNISIA 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 7248 
Batiment Deuxieme Republique 
Boulevard du 30 Juin 
Kinshasa, ZAIRE 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 32905 
Lusaka, ZAMBIA 
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,.- Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) 
1~ 
United Nations Building 
Rajdamnern Avenue 
Bangkok, THAILAND 
l 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 5 
Shah Mahmoud Ghazi Watt 
Kabul, AFGHANISTAN 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 4045 
77 King Street 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000 
AUSTRALIA 
ON Information r.entre 
P.O. Box 230 
28A, Manawhari Road 
Rangoon, BURMA 
*Resident Representative 
UNDP 
2 Sanlitun Dongijie 
51 Binhelu Sanlitun 
Beijing 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
*Res1dent Repre sentative 
UNDP 
. , . 
National Bank of Fiii Building 
Private Mail Ba g 
Suva . FIJI 
UN Information Centre 
55 Lodi Estate 
New Delhi 110003, INDIA 
UN Information Centre 
Shin Aoyama Building Nishikan 
22nd Floor 
1-1 Minami Aoyama 1-chome 
Minato-ku, Tokyo 107 
JAPAN-
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 107 
Lazimpat 
Kathmandu, NEPAL 
*For those coun~ries that do not have a United Nation s Information 
please check with the UNDP office for .vour Centre, 
co unt ry or region. 
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UN Information r.entre 
P . O. Box 1107 
88th Street, Ramna 6/3 
Islamabad, PAKISTAN 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 472 
Port Moresby, PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
UN Information Centre 
P . O. Box 7285 (ADC) 
MIA Road 
Pasay City, PHILIPPINES 
UN Information Centre 
P.O . Box 1505 
202-204 Bauddhaloka Mawa th a 
Colombo, SRI LANKA 
- ±iUROP£..-~-----------.....,._. ~ 
Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND 
UN Information Centre 
Vienna International Centre 
P . O. Box 500 
A-1400 Vienna, AUSTRIA 
UN Information Centre 
108, rue d ' Arlon 
1040 Brussels, BELGIUM 
UN Information Centre 
Panska S 
110 00 Prague 1, CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
UN Information Centre 
37 H. C. Andersen's Boulevard 
DK 1553 Copenhagen V, DENMARK 
35 
UN Information Cen t re 
4 et 6, avenue de Saxe 
75700 Paris, FRANCE 
UN Information Centre 
36 Amalia Avenue 
Athens 119, GREECE 
UN Information Centre 
Palazzetto Venez i a 
Piazza San Marco SO 
Rome, ITALY 
Centro de Informacao das 
Nacoes Unidas 
Rua Latino Coelho No . i 
Edificio Aviz Bloco Al-1 0 
1000 Lisboa, PORTUGAL 
EUROP£. 
,... 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 1-701 
16 Aurel Vlaicu Street 
Bucharest, ROMANIA 
UN Information Centre 
P.K. 407 
197 Ataturk Bulvari 
Ankara, TURKEY 
UN Information Centre 
14/15 Stratford Place 
London WIN 9AF, England 
UN IT ED KI NG DOM 
UN Information Centre 
No. 4/16 Ulitsa, Lunacharskogo 
Moscow 121002, USSR 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 157 
Svetozara Markovica 58 
Belgrade, YUGOSLAVIA YU-11001 
Economic Commission for 
Latin America 
(ECLA) 
Edificio Naciones Unidas 
Avenida Dag Hammarskjold 
Vitacura 
Casilla 179-D 
Santiago, CHILE 
--,,j 
Latin American Demographic Centre 
Callao 67, 4 piso 
Latin Am e rican Demographic Centre 
Carrer a 10 (A) No. 70-48 
Casilla de Correo 4191 
1000 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA 
Latin American Demographic Centre 
Setor Bancario Sul 
Edificio Aseguradoras 
14 Andar 
Apart a do Aereo 75471 
Bogota, COLOMBIA 
70000 Brasilia, D.F., BRAZIL 
l. 
Latin American Demographic Centre 
Avenida Presidente Masaryk 29 
11570 Mexico, D.F., MEXICO 
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Latin American Demographic Centre 
2 Frederick Street 
Salvatori Building, Room 312 
Port of Spain, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
.... 
• • 
Latin American Demographic Centre 
Juncal 1305, Piso 10 
Escritorio 1002/03 
Montevideo, URUGUAY 
t11'J. 1n1=0F.maTro~ c~NTR~S 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Ugarteche 3069 
1425 Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Apartado Postal 686 
Avenida Arce No. 2529 
Edificio "Santa Isabel" 
Bloque "C", 2 Mezzanine 
La Paz, BOLIVIA 
Centro de Informacao <las 
Nacoes Unidas 
Rua Cruz Lima 19 
Apt. 201 
Flamengo 
22230 Rio de Janeiro, RJ 
BRAZIL 
Centre de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Apartado Aereo 6567 
Bogota, COLOMBIA 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas para C.A. y 
Panama 
Apartado Postal 2157 
6a. 10a. Calle Pte. No. 1833 
y 35 Avenida Sur 
San Salvador, EL SALVADOR 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Presidente Masaryk 29 
7 piso 
Colonia Polanco 
Mexico 5, D.F., MEXICO 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Edificion City, 3er Piso 
Casilla Correo 1107 
Estrella y Chile 
Asuncion, PARAGUAY 
Centro de Informacion de las 
Naciones Unidas 
Apartado Postal 11199 
Avenida Los Incas 580 
San Isidro 
Bosque El Olivar 
Lima, PERU 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 130 
15 Keate Street 
Port of Spain, TRINIDAD 
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W£tT£Rn l:Sia 
Economic Commission for 
Western Asia 
f~;1~~t Building Rt.GIOi'li\l. 
Saadoun Street 
Near Unknown Soldier Square 
P.O. Box 27 
Baghdad, IRAQ 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 26004 
... 
King Faisal Road, Gufool 
Manama, BAHRAIN 
UN Information Centre 
Boite Postale 262 
1, Osorios Street 
Tagher Building (Garden City) 
Cairo, EGYPT 
UN Information r.entre 
P.O. Box 1555 
Ave. Candhi 
3rd Avenue, No. 43 
Teheran, I RAN 
UN Information Centre 
P.O. Box 2398 Alwiyah 
Abu Nouwas Street 
House No. 167/1 
Baghdad, IRAQ 
UN Information r.entre 
United Nations Economic Commission 
for Western Asia 
P.O. Box 4656 
Beirut, LEBANON 
DPI Liason Office 
Branch for the Advancement 
of Women 
Vienna International Centre 
P.O. Box 500 
A-1400 Vienna, AUSTRIA 
United Nations 
DPI Liason Office 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10, SWITZERLAND 
Di rector 
UN/DPI/DESI 
United Nations, room 1061G 
New York, NY 10017 
U.S.A. 
Radio Unit/Women's Programmes 
Radio and Visual Services Division 
United Nations, room 859 
New York, NY 10017 
U.S .A. 
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WOMEN OF THE WORLD 
MEET TOGETHER 
THE ISSUE IS WOMEN MID .. DECADE 
COPEN HAGEN, 1980 
SJO 
A 1pec1al p reaentabon for US women 
on m lernaho nal iaaue1 
DIRECTORY 
FIVE REGIONAL 
BOOKLET S 
... •,• '., .... 
S30 1982 1!1 ...... , ............. , . . .. •.•!•, 
Caribbean Resource fit 
Women--; n -Ca-ribbean con tact: 
+ 
•,iANO , UWI 
The Pines, St Michael 
Barbados. W. I. 
Cost to others orden ng from IWTC 3-ring binder 
2. Oevelo_pin.9 Strate..9ie_s_ for the F_ut_u_re_: A Femin_is_t P~_rspective 
3. Ideas _on Pro_pCJ_sal Writ_in.9 _and Fina_n_<:_ia_l/T~chn1cal A~s_,_stanc~ 
4. Information ~lt for \~omen in Africa 
5. ManueY cf"lnform_a_ff9n iour _la (emme en Afri.<l!J_e 
FREE to women in A rica. rorn ECA/ATRCW 
P 0 . Box 3001 
Addis Ababa , Ethiopia 
Cost to others ordering from IWTC 3-rinq binder 
paperbac, 
6. Mid-Decade Oirectory(only 'I .America & furope bookle s s 111 
- ------ available) ... 
'•1-Q_vi l i_z~ndo la M~~" 
FREE to women in Latin America (airmail postage extra) 
(os·t to o hers ordering from IWTC . paperback 
S 8 00 
S 4 00 
S 2. 25 
S 8 00 
S 6 00 
each S l 00 
S 8.00 
8 . The ribune, Set 1, ~ewslet ers • l-10/La Tribuna . Volumen l • 1- 7 
9. The fri_pun·e, Set_°2_, t~ewi]~tters •11-,-7/La Tr,:b_un_a,.:V2J_ymen r:·• 3-::y3 
FREE o developing countries 
Cost to others ordering from IW C Set o twr) . S 8 .00 
10. '< B_e_59l_u _i_o_ns -~f_erri_ng_ _t_o Wn_men (English . Spanish & French) 
General Assembly 19Bl & 1982, Economic and Social 
Council 1982 . .. .. .. • . .. each l. 00 
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